Rara bibliothecae

The collection of rare books contains early
printed books and other rare and valuable books
that have been drawn into a separate collection
in order to be better preserved, studied and de-
scribed. The collection includes 48 incunabula,
books printed in Western Europe in the |6th
century, |6th-18th-century Cyrillic publications,
and early publications in the Estonian language
(printed up to 1860), as well as books published
in foreign languages in the Estonian and Livoni-
an provinces in the |6th and |7th centuries. The
collection contains first editions of literary and
scholarly classic works, books of great historical
and cultural historical importance, outstanding
examples of the art of book design and binding,
books that have been preserved in a very small
number of copies, and also books that have been
owned by famous persons.
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quidem tante,vt vnius huius ftellz radiis vmbra reddantur.Itaq; & in magno nomint ambitu eft.
Alij enim Iunonis,alijenim Ifidis,alij Matris Dem appellauere, Huius natura cun&a gencerdrur in
terris.Nang;inalterutro exortu genitalirore confpergens,non terre modo conceptus implet, ves
rim animantii quoq;omnium ftimulat.Signiferi autem ambitii peragit trecentis & [duodequin~
quagenis diebus,ab Sole nunquam abfiftens partibus fex atq; quadraginta longius, vt Timzo pla-
cet.Simili ratione, fed nequaquam magnitudine aut vi,proximumilli Mercurij idus,aquibufdanx
appellati Apollinis,inferiore circulo fertur nouem diebus ocyore ambitu,modo ante Solis exor~
tum,modo poftoccafum fplendens,nunquim ab eo viginti tribus partibus remotior, vthic idem
& Sofigenesdocent.ldeo & peculiaris horum fiderum ratio cft,neque communis cum fupradiis.
Nanque ca & quarta parte czlia Sole abefle, & tertia,& aduerfa Soli {;pe cernuntur,maioresd;alios jo
habentcun@a plenzconuerfionis ambitus,in magnianniratione dicendos.
De Lune natura. CAP. IX.

Edomniumadmirationem vincitnouiflimum fidus,terrisque familiarifimum, & in tenebra~
rumremediumabnatura repertum, Lunz.Multiformi hzcambage torfit ingenia contempli-
tium,& proximum ignorari maximé fidus indignantium,crefcens femperaut fenefcens. Et modo
curuatain cornua,modozqua portione diuifa,modofinuatain orbem,maculofz,cademdue fubi-
to pranitens,immenfaorbe pleno,acrepente nulla:alids pernox,alids fera, & parte dici Solis Incem
tquin.  adiuuans:deficiens,&indefe@utamen confpicua:t qua menfis exitulatet, cim laborare né cre-
ditur.Jam verd humilis & excelfa,& neid quidem vnomodo,fed alidsadmota czlo, alids contxgua
montibus:nuncin Aquilonemelata,nuncin Auftros deie@ta: qu fingulain cadeprchendit homi-
num primus Endymion,& obid amoreciuscaptus fama traditur. Non {fumus profe&o gratierga
cos,quilaborecuraque lucem nobis aperuerein haclnce:mirad;humaniingenij pefte, fanguinem
& cadescondere Annalibus iunat,vt fcelera hominum nofcantur mundi ipfius ignaris. Proxima
ergo cardini,ideoque minimo ambitu,vicenis diebus feptenisque & tertiadiei parte peragit fpatia,
cadem ,que Saturni fidusaltiflimum triginta (vtdiGum eft) annis. Deinde morata in coitu Solis
biduo,cum tardiffime,¢ tricefimaluce rurfus ad eafdem vices exit:haud fcioan omnium,quzin cze
f lopernofcipotuerunt, maglﬁra Induodecim menfium fpatiaoporteredinidi annum: quando ipfa
l toties Solem redcuntem ad principia,confequitur,Solis fulgore eam, vt reliqua fidera, tegi. Siqui-
; demin totummutuataab eoluce fulgere,qualem in rcpcrcuﬁh aquz volitare confpicimus. Ideo
1 molhorc&1mpcrfc€tav1foluerctantu humorem,atquectidaugere,qué Solis radij abfumat.Ideo 3%
&inzqualilumineafpici:quiaecxaduerfodemum plena, rchquls dicbus tantumex fe terris often- 1

{

| dat,quantum ex Soleipfa concipiat. In coitu qmdcm noncerni,quoniam hauftum omnem lucis
h aucrfaillo regerat,vndeacceperit.Sideraverd haud dubi¢ humore terreno pafci, quia orbe dimi-
| dio nonnunquam maculofa cernatur,{cilicernondum fuppetente ad hauriendum vltra iufta vi.
| Maculas enim nonaliud effe,qudm terra raptas cum humore fordes, -

De defectu Solis & Lune, & denoéte. CAP. X.

40

EfcGusantem os& Solis, remin tota contcmplarlonc natur® maxume miran , & often-
to fimilem,corum magnirudinum vmbreque indices exiftere, Quippe manifefti cft ,Solem
interuentn
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Gaius Plinius Secundi historiae naturalis libri... Frankfurt, 1582

This natural history, containing coloured illustrations also made by Pliny
the Elder, gathers the knowledge of its time about the man, plants and
animals, astronomy, geography, history and arts.

Apmukynu unu esu rnpaee cmape KpCcmusiHcKe eepe... =

Confessio oder Bekanntnuss des Glaubens ... | u3 namuHckoea,

HeMWKo2a U KpauHCKO251 Usi3UKa ea XxopealuKu eepHO
cmosiMadyeHu no AHmoHoy [JanmamuHy, u CmenaHy
UcmpuamH, Tiibingen [Primus Truber], 1562

The oldest printed Cyrillic book held in the library is the Augsburg Confes-
sion, published in Germany, which was translated into Croatian by clergy-
man and reformer Pribus Trumer, who was active on the territory of the
present-day Slovenia. Catholicism ultimately won among the Slovenians
and Croats, and all protestant literature was to be destroyed. Only very
few books were spared from burning and they are extremely rare today.
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Thomas More. De optimo reip. Statu deque nova insula Utopia
libellus... Basel, 1518

Five rare books published and bound together at Johann Froben’s printing
shop. This is the third and presumably the best edition of Thomas More’s
Utopia.

Johannes Portantius. Livoniae nova descriptio. Antverpen, 1573

An Antverpen astronomer and mathematician, Johannes Portantius, created the
first special map of Livonia that has been preserved up to our days. The map was
first published in Abraham Ortelius’s atlas Theatrum Orbis in 1573.
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Friderici Menii Historischer Prodromus des Liefflandischen
Rechtens und Regiments Yon Anfange der Provinz Erfindunge,
biss auff Ihr Konigl. Majest. von Schweden Gustavi Magni
Todt. Dorpat, 1633

The oldest Academia Gustaviana printers’ shop publication held in the
library collections is Friedrich Menius’s introduction to a planned volume
on Livonian legal history.

J. W.'v. Goethe. Das Romische Carneval. Berlin, Unger fiir Ettinger in
Weimar u. Gotha, 1789

Goethe’s text, describing the carnival he had experienced in Rome, is
illustrated with coloured copper plates made after Johann Georg Schiitz’s
drawings. The 250 copies of the first edition of the book became rarities
already during Goethe’s life time.
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ABD ehk Luggemise-Ramat Lastele kes tahawad luggema
oppida. (a primer) Tartu, 1795

Pastor, enlightening writer, journalist and linguist Otto Wilhelm Masing
compiled the first primer for children that contains, in addition to teac-

hings of commandments and prayers, also some secular stories and gui-
delines for parents about how to teach their children to read at home.
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Actus inauguralis Academiae Gustavo-Carolinae habitus Per-
naviae die 28. Aug. 1699. [Pernau] 1706

Due to economic and political calculations, Academia was moved to the
seaport town of Pdrnu. This publication describes the inauguration of the
university in Pdrnu.



